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 PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
 

How quickly another week has passed for some but I 
know for many of you, it is a ‘day at a time’ which is 
more than sufficient. Well done to all the families who 
were able to find their own way to honour and show 
respect across ANZAC Day. Some of these moments 
have been shared with the school and we have 
included some in this edition of the newsletter.   
 

 
 

Our continued thanks to you all as we continue with 
our predominantly remote learning approach. Very 
small numbers of students are attending each day 
between 7 and 18 on average across 2 and or 3 
spaces within the BER.  
 
We have staff who are working both on-site and at 
home and other staff working full or part time off site 
only due to their own unique circumstances. 
 
The Department have not communicated to us any 
change for now although this conversation is beginning 
in many quarters.  
 
This week our Prep Team sought some feedback 
from parents and I share some of that here for your 
interest. What I hope it conveys to you all is that 
‘Remote learning’ is presenting varied challenges for 
parents but also in many instances surprising 
positives.  
 
3 words to describe your remote learning 
experiences: 

 Stressful, educational, busy 

 Fun, challenging, rewarding 

 Difficult at times 

 Rewarding, frustrating, supported  

 Positive, juggle, interesting 

 Challenging, revealing, intense  
 

Great:  

 Getting to know my child’s learning stage 

 School communication has been brilliant 

 Become familiar with my daughters 
weaknesses 

 Effort being put in by teachers. Seesaw is a 
great tool.  

 Children are so happy to see their lovely 
teachers faces everyday 
 

Challenges: 

 Balancing work and home 

 Managing kids when they don’t want to work 

 Three different year levels in the same house 

 Needing to assist 90% of the time 

 Motivation, avoiding distractions 

 Making her concentrate on doing her 
assignments 

 Lack of school environment 

 Younger siblings at home 

 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDER 

 
Collection of Prep-2 Learning Pack 

Parents of Prep-2 children are asked to come and 
collect their children's next learning pack from 

the Arkinstall Hall between 9.30am-11.00am this 
Friday 1st  May.  

 
School Photos and Devices 

Any families who have yet to collect their school 
photographs or loaned devices are asked to use 

this time to come and collect them from the 
Arkinstall Hall too please. We still have a significant 

number yet to be collected. 
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What suggestions do you have for the Prep team 
moving forward: 
 

 Short separate videos for each task 

 Make the work correspond to the timetable 

 More tasks he can complete by himself 

 Advice on what tasks to omit if necessary? 

 Advice on expected timeframes 

 On-line chat with kids 

 Feedback is everything. 

 Acknowledgement of their work is everything.  

 Keep up the great work. We are all so thankful. 
 
Other feedback has been received through email and 
this parent wanted for us to acknowledge all the big 
brothers and sisters who are out there helping out their 
younger siblings.  
 

I want to also do a BIG SHOUT OUT in the 
school community to all the older siblings who 
are helping their younger brothers/sisters 
especially if their parents are working from 
home.  
 
My daughter has been amazing with her 
younger sister……..I am in no doubt that this 
level of support would be happening in every 
household! So proud of them all!  

 
We have learnt from this feedback and have made 
changes where we can. Next week we hope to begin 
calls to many of you to seek feedback to a few simple 
questions. These calls will be made by the majority of 
our teaching, administrative and educational support 
staff. Parents who do not wish to be called or when 
called are not comfortable with this direct approach 
simply need to say you would rather not participate. 
 
Schools who have tried this approach have learnt a 
great deal and have then been able to initiate further 
change or promote new ideas or approaches to keep 
students and learning.   
 
Other items  

 Update on Remote learning included in this 
newsletter and on COMPASS. 

 More details to come for parents on Compass 
tomorrow that will include our Phase 2 learning 
plan and the weekly overview of learning for all 
year levels. 

 Student of the Week resumes this week and 
will be “announced” by the end of tomorrow. 

 
 

 

 
BPS Weekly Challenge - Mothers’ Day Project 
Mothers and special others, hide your eyes and read 
no further (well at least pretend you don’t know what is 
going on). 
 
Calling all students at Belmont Primary School. The 
weather has changed and it’s getting rainy and cold. 
Perfect for this secret mission over the weekend. 
Sssssshhhhhhh…don’t tell mum. 
 
We invite you to join us in celebrating Mothers’ Day 
next Sunday 10th May but to do so we need your help 
with two things (and you might need the help of dad, 
an older brother or sister, or even Mum but tell her not 
to peek).  
 
Task 1: We would love for you each to draw a colourful 
picture of your mother or special person and tell us 
what makes her special to you. THEN we would love 
for you to take a photo of just your picture (not with you 
in it) and email it to us here at school. 
belmont.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au  Keep your original 
picture somewhere special to give to your mum or 
special person on Mothers’ Day. 
 
Task 2: We would also like you to gather all the 
children in your family and take a fun photo or even a 
selfie of you all with your mum or special person…and 
of course we need you to email that to us at school as 
well.  
 
This is completely voluntary – we understand that 
families are busy. However if you want to join us in 
recognising and celebrating all the special women in 
our Belmont families, we will need all of your 
contributions back to us here at school by next 
Wednesday please so that we have time to put them 
together before Mothers Day.  
 
Remember….its a surprise so “mum’s the word!” 
  
Ms Liddle  
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Remote Learning – 
Important Information for week 4 

 
With the learning tasks provided in our initial learning 

packs due to be completed at the end of this week, our 
staff have been busy planning for the next phase of 

remote learning at Belmont Primary School. 
 

We are so grateful to our parents for the efforts you 
are making to balance family and work life as well as 

supporting your children's learning. You are all doing a 
remarkable job. We are also very proud of our 

students’ efforts and the ways in which they are 
embracing the change. 

 
On Monday 4 May, we enter phase two of our remote 
learning planning here at Belmont. Whilst we will have 
more detailed information to come by the end of the 

week, this is to inform you of our plans moving 
forward. 

 
Prep - Year 2 

For students in prep to year two, our teachers will 
continue to provide a printed fortnightly learning 
package that will include any learning tasks or 

additional materials that the students will need for the 
following two week period. Teachers will continue to 
use Seesaw for communication and the uploading of 

student work, along with video messages and 
demonstrations. 

 
***Please Note: Collection of 

Prep-2 Learning Pack*** 
 

Parents of Prep-2 children are asked to come and 
collect their children's next learning pack from 

the Arkinstall Hall between 9.30am-11.00am this 
Friday 1 May. Please be mindful of social distancing 

as you wait if there is a queue and please do not 
gather unnecessarily in the school grounds. 

 
Years 3-6 

For all students in Years 3-6, teachers will be using 
online platforms to provide the learning tasks and 

resources. 
 

Years 3-4:   will continue to use the Google Slides 
format that they have been using to provide their 

weekly program in recent weeks. This will include links 
to resources and video support from classroom 

teachers. Seesaw will continue to be used for the 
uploading of required tasks as requested by the 
classroom teachers and for communication with 

students and parents. 
 

Years 5-6:    will be moving to use a 5/6 
team Weebly (which most of the students will be 

familiar with) to provide their weekly program. This is a 
link to an online site that will detail the learning for the 
week and include links to resources and other learning 

materials that the students will need. Seesaw will 
continue to be used for the uploading of required tasks 

as requested by the classroom teachers and for 
communication with students and parents. 

 

Classroom Community Circles 
We are also working towards using Webex as a video 
conferencing tool for teachers and classes to connect 

together in coming weeks. We will provide further 
information to families as we get closer to being ready 

to use this online opportunity with our community. 
  

We are aware that there will be continued 
communication with the community this week as we 

share further details with you about our learning 
arrangements for next week and beyond. 

 
Please continue to let us know if you have any 
questions by emailing us at  
belmontps@edumail.vic.gov.au 
  
Kind regards 
David Houghton & Sharon Liddle 
Principal Team 
 

 
Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now 
open and we are excited to be participating again this 
year. The Challenge is open to all Victorian children 
from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance 
of reading for literacy development. It is not a 
competition; but a personal challenge for children to 
read a set number of books by 4 September 2020. 
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read 
or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and 
teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 are 
challenged to read 15 books. 
 
All children who meet the Challenge will receive a 
certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian 
Premier and former Premiers. 
 
Information about the Premiers’ Reading Challenge is 
available of Compass and we are working on 
distributing student access codes to all families 
through the student photo packs, Prep to Year 2 
packages and for a small number of families, Australia 
Post. 
 
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the 
booklists and for more information about the Victorian 
Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: 
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  
 
Thanks to our PRC Co-ordinators, Deb Krupa and Bec 
Gillet for their work in organising and providing this 
opportunity for our school community. 
 
Happy Reading  
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FROM THE ARTROOM 

 
Hello everyone. My newsletter item this week is not 
about art, but something I’ve been doing at home that I 
have found to be interesting and fun. You may be 
ahead of me on this but here it is.  
 
I had noticed lots of articles in weekend newspapers 
and other media about vegetables that you can regrow 
yourself from food scraps and decided to give it a go. I 
think your kids would love it. So far I have tried lettuce 
and shallots with mixed results. My lettuce end was 
suspended with toothpicks over a jar of water and I 
couldn’t believe how quickly little leaves began to grow 
up in the middle. They kept growing each day but just 
when I thought that I would harvest them for a mini 
salad, they turned to slimy sludge!! I turfed it into the 
bin. I don’t think I changed the water enough. This is a 
photo of what is meant to happen that I found online, 
don’t be put off by my failure because it obviously can 
be done.      
        

 
 
SHALLOTS ...... These were an absolute winner! 
Truly, my husband got sick of me saying “Wow, look at 
this!” every morning because they grow so fast. I 
started some off in little jars and others just lying in a 
dish of water. After they had grown a bit and were 
looking good I planted them into little pots with some 
potting mix where they have continued to grow. They 
are now ready to snip off to use in stir fries, salads etc. 
I like to snip them with scissors onto my eggs in the 
morning for breakfast, it’s more fun than cutting them 
up on the chopping board, I do this with parsley that I 
have grown too. I’m going to try some other foods that 
you can regrow as well. You can find ideas for this on 
Pinterest or just google, there’s a lot of information out 
there. The next photo is a actually a few that I have 
grown. 
 
 
Have fun! 
Yvonne McDonald 
Art Specialist 

 
 

    
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 



 


