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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Tomorrow 29th November  Curriculum Day – No students required at school  

Wednesday 4th December 7:30pm Parents get together at Archive Bar – All Welcome 

Thursday 5th December Aprox 9:15-10:15 Prep – Grade 2 Sports Carnival 

Friday 6th December  Prep Royal Ball 

Thursday 12th December 7:00pm Grade 6 Graduation Night 

Friday 13th December  Christmas Casual Dress Day – Gold coin donation for Adopt 
A Family 

Monday  16th December  Prep Werribee Zoo Excursion 

Tuesday 17th December  Grade 1/2 Supaworld Excursion  

Tuesday 17th December  Grade 3/4 Movies Excursion  

Wednesday 18th December  Grade 5/6 Mini Golf Excursion  

Thursday 19th December  World Record Attempt 

Friday  20th December 9:00 – 1:30pm Last Day For Term 4 – Please note early dismissal time 

Tues & Wed 28th & 29th January 9:00 – 4:00 School Office Open 

Thursday 30th January  Students First Day for 2020 (28th +29th Jan Curriculum Days) 

 

 
CURRICULUM DAY 

TOMORROW, Friday 29th of November is a  
School Curriculum Day. 

No students are required at school on this day. 
 

 

 
 

SCHOOL VALUES 
RESPECT  COURAGE 
RESPONSIBILITY HONESTY 

LEARNING  COMMUNITY 
 
 
 

 

 

Student of the week 
Congratulations to the following students whose efforts, behaviour and attitude have been recognised 

Asha D 
 

Prep G For working so hard on her reading and writing this week! You did a great job on your first try  
using dotted thirds. Keep up the great work! 

Thomas J Prep V For his excellent job as Prep V’s‘ Guest Reader’. Well done Thomas! 

Blake T 
 

1/2 C For his excellent concentration and focus during our learning tasks this week. Well done Blake, I’m 
super proud of all your efforts you have been making. 

Eedie F 1/2 M For her amazing resilience when learning about arrays. Your persistence with the trickier parts of 
arrays, repeated addition and number sentences was fantastic. Well done Eedie! 

Marlie F 1/2 P For her fantastic work in making arrays in Maths this week. Keep up the great work Marlie! 

Aryana P 1/2 T For working super hard during Maths this week and persisting through challenging multiplication 
problems. Well done Aryana!  

Heidi C 3/4 C For displaying her wonderful research and ICT skills whilst completing your  inquiry project. I can’t 
wait to see it finished! 

Faith L 3/4 E For working hard to improve upon her beautiful joined handwriting. Well done Faith 

Lucy W  
 

3/4 L For your amazing attitude in the classroom! Even sitting next to friends, you’re always making sure 
you are doing the right thing and listening. You’re a fantastic role model Lucy! 

Prahlad A 5/6 L For displaying an impressive level of determination towards all learning tasks and having a polite 
and respectful attitude at all times. 

Poppy N 
 

5/6 S For making excellent contributions in class discussions and for her amazing anlaysis and 
identification of what makes a text have a great voice. 

Billy M 
 

5/6 T For working hard at our Around the World task in Maths. Your calculations of time travelled and 
money spent was excellent. 

Cooper M 
 

PE For being a fantastic player in the first week of matches in the lacrosse competition. You did a 
great job of attacking the ball, passing and defending, what a great team player, well done! 

Eden B ITALIAN For wonderful recall of her learning in Italian. 



PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

Students of the week 

 
 
School Supervision This is a reminder to all parents 
that the school provides formal supervision for 
students before and after school for a period of 15 
minutes only. Parents remain responsible for students 
who are dropped at school (or allow students to come 
to school) before 8.45 am or stay beyond 3.45pm. 
Students who remain in the grounds beyond 3.45pm 
are brought inside by the duty teacher and parents or 
care givers are contacted.   
 
Families may receive a letter from the school 
reminding them of their responsibilities where students 
are found to be at school outside of these supervised 
times. Our OHSC service operates each morning and 
afternoon and we recommend parents use of this 
service where needed to ensure the safety and welfare 
of their children. Parents who are on any form of 
benefit can be entitled to receive strong subsidies.  
 
Prep transition is Our new Prep crew have now 
completed all three transition visits. My thanks to our 
supporting staff Phoebe Gowers and Shanelle Craven 
who have headed up this work. At this stage we have 
44-45 Preps enrolled for 2020.  
 
Our 2019 Yearbook is underway. The school has 
again committed to producing both a hard copy and 
digital copy of the year book. With decreasing hard 
copy sales the full cost of the yearbook is being 
passed onto parents less any sponsorship monies 
raised.  
 
To capture the whole year means the magazine will be 
available from early February. Families who are 
leaving the school can to pick up their copies from the 
front office. This worked without a problem this year.  
 
My thanks to Naomi Barnes and Bel Romain who are 
helping again with this year’s effort to produce this 
annual magazine.  
 
World record attempt is planned for the last week of 
term. While you are out and about shopping please 
consider adding some paddy pans and corn flakes to 
your trolley for our school. We need A LOT.  
 
Blue Light Disco is always something to look forward 
to and our 5/6s last week certainly enjoyed this year’s 
event.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
Music tuition We are looking for a new piano teacher 
for 2020. Do you know some one?  Samantha 
Robinson has done a wonderful job building an ever 
increasing number of students (14 currently) learning 
this lovely instrument.  
 
The choir too will lose it’s leader so if you have an 
interest or know someone who does, please let us 
know.  
 
Playpod Stage 4 is well underway. This work began 
on Monday and should be completed by early next 
week. We trust parents will see the potential in what 
has been created here over time. Historically this area 
was used by very small numbers of students in very 
limited ways. We believe the opposite will be evident 
when this area is completed and open regularly.  
 



The Buildings and Grounds sub-committee of School 
Council are currently looking at the purchase of 
multiple activities suitable for this new and innovative 
creative play area. Pictured here our four workers hard 
at work. We are hopeful of a weekend finish.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Staffing news   
In 2020, I will be taking term one as Long Service 
Leave. An Acting Principal will be put in place during 
my absence. More details will be provided as they 
become available.  
 
Mobile Phones in Schools 
Don’t miss details in this newsletter about the changes 
that are being made that come into effect in 2020. I 
think this is an important move and one that other 
states across Australia are watching with great interest 
including WA who are looking to introduce similar 
guidance and direction to their schools.   
 

New safety signage will soon be displayed at most 

gate entries.  
 

 

 
Parent Warning  
Thirteen Reasons Why is a young adult novel written 

in 2007 by Jay Asher. It is the story of a young high 
school student as she descends into despair brought 
on by betrayal and bullying, culminating with her 
suicide.  
 
13 Reasons Why, a similarly named NETFLIX series 
we have been advised by one of our parents is highly 
inappropriate viewing for Primary aged children. 
 
After School Robotics Club  
An authorised coaching centre in Victoria which 
organises local and international championship in 
Australia is looking to establish an after school club 
here at Belmont PS if we have sufficient student 
interest.  
 

 
 
The cost would be around $40 for a 1.5 hour session. 
If your child is interested please let us know. We would 
need 8 students to start up.  
  
For more information please 
visit:  robotics.brightenedu.com.au OR 
www.instagram.com/berobots/ 
 
 
Regards  
 
David Houghton                
Principal      
                
And Sharon Liddle 

Assistant Principal  

Can you help?  
 
Do you know a structural engineer? Our main 
building has some minor cracking which we are 
seeking a second opinion for. We suspect it is 
natural movement given much of the school is on 
a large clay base but we want to be sure. If you 
know someone with expertise in this area who 
could help, please let us know. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Frobotics.brightenedu.com.au%2F&data=02%7C01%7Choughton.david.w%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Ce7b7ba0a72a94ad0339008d772d596ac%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637104134016963151&sdata=7aRY0hMB2LyM%2B8ytt8vUsn161PCEyOXeze9Hajs%2FaNQ%3D&reserved=0#_blank
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fberobots%2F&data=02%7C01%7Choughton.david.w%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Ce7b7ba0a72a94ad0339008d772d596ac%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637104134016973149&sdata=f6ds4uitqypp2uA6BDU%2FhxtZ0Kos34iCqww3QJ8g%2BhI%3D&reserved=0#_blank


 

 
Final arrangements for piano this year 

 
Final piano/trumpet lessons will take place in Week 9 

this term: 
Last Monday lessons - 2nd of December 
Last Friday lessons - 6th of December 

 
Following the last lessons, our 

End-of-Year Piano/Trumpet Performance 
will take place on 

Monday 9th of December at 1pm (Week 10). 
 
Family members and close friends are warmly invited 
to come along and support the children as they 
develop their confidence in music performance.  
  
Mobile Phones in Schools 
On 26 June 2019, the Minister for Education, the Hon. 
James Merlino MP, announced a new mobile phone 
policy for every government school in Victoria. 
  
The new mobile phone policy comes into effect from 
Term 1, 2020, and requires that students who choose 
to bring mobiles phones to school must have them 
switched off and securely put away during school hours.  
At Belmont Primary School, this will include 
smartwatches and other personal wearable devices. 
 
Our school is currently reviewing and updating our local 
policy on student use of mobile phones and this will be 
made available to families via the website and Compass 
before the end of term. This will outline the school’s 
processes and expectations for students who do have a 
genuine and parent approved need to bring a mobile 
phone to school.  
 
Engaging and empowering parents after 
separation 
There is a body of research linking parent engagement 
to improved student learning outcomes in the 
classroom (Jeynes, 2010; Anderson & Minke 2007). 
Research has shown that when schools and families 
work together, children do better, stay in school longer 
and are more engaged in school. Parent engagement 
results in longer-term economic, social and emotional 
benefits for children (Department of Education, 2019). 
Parent separation can present challenges for teachers 
in terms of effective parent-school engagement. 
Parents undergoing separation often experience 
conflict, which can be damaging to the relationship and 
connection between child and parent. The stress of 
separation can extend into other areas including 
parent’s relationships with extended family, friends and 
others. 
A key contributing factor is the family dynamic and how 
the parents interact with each other during and after 
separation. Children who are shielded from dispute by 
both parents are less likely to be confused, angry, 
stressed, depressed or anxious. If both parents are 

positively involved in their child’s life and they co-
parent co-operatively, the child is likely to better adjust. 
Schools are often the first point of contact for parents 
experiencing relationship breakdown where children 
are involved. Although teachers cannot give advice or 
counsel parents, they are well placed to refer to local 
community services. 
Parents can benefit from relationship education 
programs, which support building their relationship 
skills while improving their understanding of the impact 
of conflict on children.  
 

School Concert DVD  
 
The first round of DVD sales for 
the 2019 School Concert has 
now closed and DVDs have 
been sent home. 
 
We have opened up a second round for anyone who 
may have missed out or would like to order extra 
copies. This round will close today, Thursday  
November 28th. 
 
Please follow the NEW link provided to order online.  
 
https://www.trybooking.com/BGPTN 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 

 
The school library will close this Friday, for the year. 
From Monday there will be students going around to 
classes to collect any books being returned. Please 
have a good look at home as we will be completing a 
stocktake the following week. 
 
Thank you 
 

BPS PARENTS GET TOGETHER 

 
All Belmont Primary School Parents are invited to 

Christmas Drinks at Archive Bar 
Wednesday 4th December 7:30pm 

Everyone welcome 
 

JSC CASUAL DRESS DAY – ADOPT A FAMILY 

 
For the final term of this year we are once again 
participating in a fundraiser for the Geelong 
Advertiser’s Adopt a family program. We have been 
given a family to help this Christmas, buying them 
Christmas gifts and groceries for a Christmas hamper.  
To help fund this we have decided to hold a Christmas 
casual dress day on Friday the 13th of December. 
We ask all students to bring along a gold coin donation 
on the day to help this worthy cause. So please come 
to school dressed up in Christmas colours and bring 
your Christmas cheer! 
 
Martha & Owen – JSC Presidents 
 
 
 

https://www.trybooking.com/BGPTN


GUINNESS WORLD RECORD ATTEMPT 

 
Guinness World Record Attempt 

for The Longest Line of Cereal-based Treats 
 
On Wednesday December 18th students will be 
making honey joys throughout the day then on 
Thursday December 19th between 9-11am will be 
construction of the line, official measuring and 
recording of attempt. Followed by students eating 
honey joys! 
 
We would greatly appreciate some volunteers on both 
days to help the students with their world record 
attempt.  
 
THANK YOU to everyone who has already donated 
cornflakes and patty pans so far because we are going 
to need HEAPS. We still need around another 15 
boxes of Corn Flakes and around 1500 patty pans. 
Any type of cornflakes will work for this project and 
large patty pans will line up the best.  
 
Huge thanks from BPS Parents Club 
 

GROW AND GOBBLE 

 
Look what we can achieve with the help of some 
adults 
 
Beautiful Beans 

Giant Zucchini 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tomatoes, yummy 
 

A 3 course meal…. 
Risotto, Flat breads & 

Muffins 

 
 
 
If you think you have a little bit of time to help support 
our learning journey call Deb on 0413411229. 
 
Maybe you cook? Grow too many seedlings each 
season? Great at helping children with tasks! Want to 
meet other school parents? Want to learn about 
gardening yourself? There are many reason to get 
involved with a small group of people wanting to share 
their knowledge with our budding environmentalists. 
 
 
 

PE SPORTS SINGLETS 

 
Can any students who may have borrowed a BPS 
sports singlet please have a look at home and return it 
cleaned to your classroom teacher please. 
 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

  
The Honey Source would like to donate $1 from every 
500g jar and $2 from every 1kg jar sold back to our 
school. They will have a stall selling honey on the day 
of our record attempt but their donations apply to 
honey purchased any time. 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 


