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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Tomorrow 30th May  5/6 Winter Lightning Prem Netball 

Monday 3rd June  3/4 Bollard Walk  

Monday 10th June   Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Tuesday 11th June  Curriculum day – School closed. 

Wednesday 12th – 21st June  3/4 Swimming Program 

Thursday  13th June 9.00am Bookclub orders due 

Saturday  15th June 7:30pm BPS Parents Trivia Night – Geelong Bowls Club 

Wednesday 19th June 7:00pm School Council Meeting 

Thursday  20th June  School Disco – More information to come home soon 

Monday 24th June  Prep Urbane Upcycle Incursion 

Thursday 27th June 2:00pm – 7:00pm Parent Teacher Interviews – more information soon 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 
Students of the Week  

 

 
Special visit 
It was my great privilege last week to meet with 
Dorothy Altmann, who has been completing research 
about the schools in the You Yangs in the Parish of 
Wurdi-Youang and Parish of Woornyalook.  
 
Our Rural school here at Belmont, was once known as 
Flinders Peak Station State School. Two gentlemen 
who had attended the school when it was located in 
Lara way back in the 1940s came along for the visit. 
The school was closed at the Lara site in 1944. 
 
The school was then relocated in 1945 to Armytage, 
half way between Birregurra and Winchelsea then 
closed again in 1947. 
 
On 24/5/1950 (69 years and six days ago) it was 
moved for the last time here to Belmont Primary 

 

 

Student of the week 
Congratulations to the following students whose efforts, behaviour and attitude have been recognised 

Asha D Prep G For working hard in maths this week. You founds lots friends of 10! Keep up the great work. 

Max M 
 

Prep V For his excellent writing about Batman. Max was able to clearly read back his ideas in ‘Share 
Time’. Well done Max! 

Hugo D 1/2 C For working super hard on his subtraction strategies.   

Sebastien D 
 

1/2 M For “being a beast” and ripping into new and improved subtraction strategies, making 
interesting connections and jumping into all activities.Super impressive, Sebastien, keep it up! 

Saskia D 1/2P For always being willing to challenge herself when working in our classroom. You are an 
excellent role model for your classmates.   

Henry C 1/2 T For his enthusiasm in Maths! You show great persistence when faced with challenges. Keep 
up the great work Henry!  

Joe N 3/4 C For displaying great leadership skills whilst leading a group during a numeracy  
activities. Great work Joe 

Saxon L 3/4 E For creating a wonderful descriptive piece of writing using lots of WOW words and adjectives. 
Keep up the great writing, Saxon! 

Charlie M 3/4 L For your outstanding researching skills in Integrated Studies! You were able to explore events 
and dates of Geelong’s past to correct our class timeline. Amazing stuff Charlie! 

Scarlett K ITALIA
N 

For such enthusiasm and organisation when creating her class diorama.  



School and was used initially to train teachers for rural 
schools.  
Pictured here, left to right, Bruce Branch and slightly 
younger brother Stan Branch both now in their 80s.  
 

 
 
Bruce and Stan’s father had owned a trucking 
business which involved interstate work, before 
starting up True Blue Tours and Custom Safaris 
operating as far as Lake Eyre.  
 
I heard some great stories during the visit, including 
one involving some unfortunate butterflies they had 
stuck to their teacher’s window using the ‘goey’ stuff 
from a broken cactus leaf. They recall sitting in their 
classroom in alphabetical order and students walking 
or riding horses to school. Horses would stay for the 
day kept in paddocks nearby.  
 
They recalled the war with a direct relative who had 
flown *Lancaster bombers against the Germans and 
trenches they had dug at the school in Lara to practise 
air raid drills. These were dug as a zig zag to prevent a 
direct blast travelling distances within a trench.  
 
It was such a privilege to meet this group and hear 
first-hand the rich stories and history of the area and in 
particular learn about our very own piece of history 
here at Belmont PS.  
 
NOW  

 
THEN 

 

My sincere thanks to Dorothy Altmann  - Lara Heritage 
& Historical Inc. who has provided the school with 
some history and photographs and co-ordinated the 
visit.  
 
Grade 6 students Archie B and Carter L recently took 
part in Highton Rotary’s Chef for a Month Program, 
where they participated in cooking sessions at the 
Gordon TAFE over a 4 week period.  
 
Last Thursday night the boys and their families, along 
with Mrs Lewis and Mr Thompson, attended a 
presentation night and a three course meal at The 
Davidson restaurant. It was a fantastic opportunity and 
experience for the students. 
 
Our congratulations to Archie and Carter (future 
Master Chefs perhaps) and thanks to our parents who 
managed the transport for both boys along the way.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Last week was Education Week across many 
Government schools. This week aims to showcase 
and celebrate excellence in education through open 
days, exhibitions and special events. 
This year, Education Week ran from 19 - 25 May, and 
the theme was ‘Celebrating Careers’.  
 
2019 is the 75th year of Education Week and it aims to 
positively profile and celebrate the strengths and 
achievements of Victoria’s government education 
sector. 



Last week a quick head count saw around 120 of our 
parents/grandparents and others take part in our Open 
Hour and just about every student Years Prep to 4 
take part in our career themed dress up.  
 
Some of our Junior classes also enjoyed a visiting 
speaker Mr Cuneen along with Mr McArdle who both 
talked about volunteering for the SES.  They shared 
with the 1/2s about how it was important for them to 
help out and give back to their community, what their 
volunteering requires them to do and how their main 
focus was to keep people safe in their community. Mr 
Cuneen also holds a full time job as a chiropractor so 
we appreciated him giving his time for our students.  
 

 
 
More photos from our open hour are on the last pages 
of this newsletter. 
 
Assembly Challenge over the next few weeks the 
challenge for students is to find something unusual. 
Many occupations today require their workers to be 
‘curious’ researching solutions to some of the world’s 
most serious problems. Let’s see what our students 
can find….At assembly last week, Lily from Prep G 
brought in an old drilling tool which many of our 
students had never seen before.  

 
 

Our Grade 5/6s will be involved in a 4 week Sporting 
Schools funded bike skill sessions which will culminate 
in a ride down to the newly established bike track near 
Kmart. Starts TOMORROW.  
 
We seek parent support in helping ensure student 
bikes are in good working order and are here each 
Friday (4 weeks) for the program which starts 
tomorrow week.  All students who take part in the 4 
weeks will also gain a free 3 month membership to the 
Geelong Cycling Group.  
 

 
 
Colds and Flu  
About this time of year, we see increasing numbers of 
our students (and staff) battling various cold and flu 
bugs. Parents are generally very good judges of 
whether or not their child is well enough to attend 
school however no students should be sent to school 
with a temperature or active cold which comes with 
uncontrolled coughing or runny nose. These active 
colds can spread rapidly and students effected are 
rarely in the mood for learning. It can be a difficult 
balance we know for parents. Parental leave has been 
a great addition for parents in many work places who 
have unwell children or other direct family members.  
 
Reporting to parents is changing. Growing feedback 

from parents in recent years has resulted in the school 
making some changes to our reports.  
 
To increase the communication and clarity around 
reporting to our parents, we will be uploading to 
COMPASS subject specific assessment and reporting 
from TODAY and through to week 10 this term.  
 
It will be important that parents who have not yet 
connected to COMPASS do so. Kelly, our resident 

expert, is available to help you directly if you have lost 
your login for example. We have re-issued instructions 
to all of our parents, who appear not to have taken this 
step yet with their original login and temporary 
passwords.  
 
Our full report will still be available at mid-year on 
COMPASS and/or as a hard copy (but only where 
requested). Parent/Teacher sessions will again be 
offered. (27th June) We will seek your continued 
feedback about these changes with a view to continue 
to improve the way we report to all of our parents.  
 
Woolworths promotion After much discussion and 

accepting a broader view of all involved (staff, 
students, parents and SC) School Council voted not 
take part in the Earn and Learn promotion this year. 

There are many smaller groups who we can support in 
demonstrating our school value of Community.   



Our Junior School Council are asking families to 

collect milk container tops. These tops cannot be 
recycled easily but, can be used in the production of 
prosthetic limbs. The target is 167 caps per grade. 
Please help them out where you can. 
 

  

 
Hockey offer 
Next Thursday, 6th June, Claire from Newtown Hockey 
is coming in to offer a free, one-off clinic to any 
students of Belmont Primary who want to come and try 
Hockey. 
 
The session will run after school from 3:30 – 4:30pm 
and will be run on the basketball courts. 
 
If students are interested they must sign up at the 
office – first in best dressed, maximum of 25 
participants! Mrs Ryan will also be attending the 
session. 
 
Long Service Leave I will be taking some long service 

leave next term. Sharon Liddle our Assistant Principal 
will be Acting Principal for the period of my leave.  
 
Did you know? Of the 55,000 aircrew who ‘failed to 
return’ or were ‘missing air operations’ during World 
War II, 3486 were Australians of Bomber Command 
including service in *Lancaster Bombers. These men 
represented 20% of all Australian service personnel 
‘killed in action’ in all theatres of the war. 
 
Regards from the Principal Team  
 
David Houghton               Sharon Liddle 
Principal                and    Assistant Principal  
 

SCHOLASTIC BOOKCLUB 

Twice a term, a Scholastic Book Club catalogue is 
distributed to students via their class teacher. You can 
purchase from a variety of quality books which appeal 
to a range of reading levels and interests. Scholastic 
Book club books are great ideas for gifts and help our 
kids catch the reading bug!   

Any purchases made earn our school Scholastic 
Rewards which our staff can use to buy new books for 
our Library! The books in the photo where purchased 
by the library using rewards from Issue 2.  

Orders for Issue 4 are due at  9 am on Thursday 
the 13th June.  

You can order with a credit card through the Scholastic 
LOOP system on the Scholastic website 

(www.scholastic.com.au/LOOP) or download the app 
from the App Store or Google Play. You don’t have to 
return anything to school. It’s super quick, convenient, 
and saves having to dig around for cash! You can also 
get some free items for ordering online such as the 
Loop Drawstring bag.  

OR 

You can enclose cash with your completed order form 
and return it to school before the due date (By 9 am on 
Thursday 13th June for Issue 4). 

Books you have ordered will be delivered to school 
and distributed to the students in the following week.  

If you have any questions, please ask! 

Rochelle Wiltshire (Book Club parent helper) Ph: 
0418320876 
 

 

 

 
 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scholastic.com.au%2FLOOP&data=02%7C01%7Cwilde.kelly.k%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7C38024cdec3814885ea9008d6e2f03860%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C1%7C636945918757172356&sdata=y0kmu7iTf91hv8O%2FxMvgwpFQ4LV92sUZzHqWdnNbg%2B8%3D&reserved=0


 ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

 
Come and try hockey for free!! On Thursday 6th 
June we are having a FREE clinic for Belmont 
Primary School students, provided by the 
Newtown Hockey Club. The clinic is open to any 
students interested, but the group size is limited to 
25, so first in, best dressed! Please sign up at the 
office to register your interest. The session will go 
from 3:30pm to 4:30pm and all equipment is 
provided – hope to see you there! 
Mrs Ryan 
 
PE Teacher and Sports Coordinator 

 
Free re-conditioned computers and laptops

 
The Lions Club of Norlane and Corio are offering free 
computers or laptops that have been reconditioned for 
families who may not be in a position to buy one but 
need one. 
Please let the school office know if you are interested. 
 

Rovers Basketball Club is desperately seeking girls 
born between 2008 and 2012 who are interested in 
playing basketball. Games will be Saturday morning 
and training is at Clairvaux Primary School in Belmont. 
The winter season has already started and we need 
extra girls to make up the u10 and u12 teams. 
 
If your child is interested in playing please contact 
Craig Cole on 0418 325 251 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 



 
 

 
 
 


