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DATES TO REMEMBER 

TOMORROW 17TH May  Walk to School Day 

Saturday  18th May  Election Day Sausage Sizzle and Cake Stall 

Thursday 23rd May 12:30pm – 1:30pm Education Week Open Classrooms 

Friday 24th May  Prep to Grade 4 Dress Up Day - Careers 

Friday 24th May  Grade 5/6 Winter Lightning Prem 

Monday 27th May  Grade 3/4 Bollard Walk  

Tuesday 28th May  Division Cross Country 

Wednesday 29th May 7:30pm Parents Club Meeting – School Staffroom 

Monday 10th June   Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday 

Tuesday 11th June  Curriculum day - Confirmed 

Wednesday 12th – 21st June  3/4 Swimming Program 

Saturday  15th June 7:30pm BPS Parents Trivia Night – Geelong Bowls Club 

Wednesday 19th June 7:00pm School Council Meeting 

Thursday  20th June  School Disco – More information to come home soon 

Thursday 27th June 2:00pm – 7:00pm Parent Teacher Interviews – more information soon 

 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 

 
Tomorrow, Friday 17th May is National Walk to 
School Day - an annual, national event when all 
primary school children are encouraged to walk and 
commute safely to school. It is a community event 
seeking to promote road safety, health, public 
transport and the environment. House Captains will be 
at the school gates in the morning to tally up which 
students have walked, ridden or scooted to school. 
Each participant will be awarded two house points, and 
the House with the most points will win the Golden 
Boot!! If you are riding a bike or a scooter to school  
 

 
 
 
 
you MUST wear your helmet. Good luck and may the 
best House win!! 
 

 

 

 

Student of the week 
Congratulations to the following students whose efforts, behaviour and attitude have been recognised 

Gweneth D Prep G For working independently and creatively to make her ‘Teddy Shelter’. Foxy had a  
wonderful shelter protecting him from the sun! Well done Gwen! 

Evie C Prep V For wonderful writing about tennis ! Fantastic Evie! 

Ruby M 1/2 M For being a great class mate and trying your best at everything you do! Good on you Ruby! 

Audrey W 
 

1/2P For her excellent ‘can do’ attitude during all Maths tasks this week. You have had a go at all 
challenges, well done!  

Malik S 1/2 T For planning, writing and editing a brilliant cinquain poem on ‘tree ferns’. I love seeing your passion 
of nature come through in your writing. Well done Malik!  

Asher W 3/4 C For his incredibly positive attitude with everything we do in 3/4C. His enthusiasm and dedication to 
learning is infectious. Keep up the great work! 

Isla D 3/4 E For working hard at editing and up-levelling her persuasive writing pieces. You did such a wonderful 
job of using emotive language and rhetorical questions in your writing. Amazing work Isla! 

Tayla B 5/6 L For being a happy, kind, caring and resilient camper. Well done Tayla for participating in all activities 
at Sovereign Hill Camp with a positive attitude and a smile! 

Sam P 5/6 S For being a responsible learner and initiating learning tasks independently and applying ‘show not 
tell’ in his writing. Well done Sam! 

Remi G 5/6 T For being a confident and respectful member of the 5/6 team during our Sovereign Hill camp. You 
should be very proud of your effort and involvement. Well done Remi! 

Isla P ITALIAN For excellent recall of Italian vocabulary. 



Students of the Week  

 
 
Next week is Education Week which is an opportunity 
for schools to open their doors and provide parents 
with a chance to see the school in action. 
We have a number of planned activities which are 
occuring across the week for our students including an 
open ivitation for parents to come along to the school 
on Thursday 23rd of May from 12:30 – 1:30pm to 
view our classrooms. Parents are welcome to bring 
their lunch and eat with the children. 
On Friday 24th May, Preps to Grade 4s are invited to 
dress up as “What do I want to be when I grow up?” as 
the Education theme this year is about Careers. 
 
Mothers Day Stall 

 
 
I do hope all mums and special others enjoyed this 
annual celebration last Sunday. Our thanks to our 
school mums who worked in preparing and providing 
some lovely gifts on our school stall for our 286 
students. A mammoth effort and hugely appreciated. 
  
Swimming  response from Leisurelink  
The school provided Leisurelink with some feedback 
about the recent senior program. 
 
In answer to a couple of our 
questions/suggestions from parents  
Do you have any suggestions what could be 
improved? 
 
-I would like to be informed what level/group my child 
is put into. I assumed they kept those details from 
previous school & private lessons 
 
Yes we do place the children into the level from our 
last records and any updated level provided from the 
school. We also check in our Webstar program to see 
if they currently swim with us. 
Additional certificates have been issued to those 
students who achieved the Victorian Water Safety 
Level. 
 

Assembly Challenge over the next few weeks the 
challenge for students is to find something unusual. 
Many occupations today require their workers to be 
‘curious’ researching solutions to some of the worlds 
most serious problems. Let’s see what our students 
can find….At assembly last week, one of our students 
provided us with a unique farmers bell that helps round 
up sheep. I have never seen one of these before. 
Have you?  
 

 
 
 
FIRE! 
This past week we had our own excitement at the front 
of the school when a small fire broke out half way up 
our front power pole. The fire brigade attended much 
to the excitement of student onlookers. Soon after 
Powercor arrived to save the day. They turned power 
off to the school, replaced the faulty part and we were 
all back on line by 9.30am.  
 

 
 
 
NAPLAN began this week and will be completed by 
Friday when some catch up sessions will be completed 
for some students who have missed tests.  
 
Our school had been selected to complete all test 
formats on-line however, we made an early call to 
remain with the paper version for one further year after 



we continued to experience isues when completing the 
trial sessions.  
 
These same technical isues we believe were not at our 
end and have been experienced by other schools 
particularly in Western Australia. Our students have 
not been disadvantaged in any way.  
 
Yesterday there were reports of a number of schools 
who had struggled with the NAPLAN online system 
and now will revert to the paper version. In hindsight 
we made the right call this year.  
 
Our staff have been very proud of all students who 
have taken part in this years testing.  
 
Flu injections 

 
 
Pictured below is one of our 17 staff who took part in 
our annual flu injections provided here at the school. 
Thankfully none of our staff fainted and were back on 
deck after lunch to finish the day.  
 

 
 
Reporting to parents is changing. Growing feedback 

from parents in recent years has resulted in the school 
making some changes to our reports.  
 
To increase the communication and clarity around 
reporting to our parents, we will be uploading to 
COMPASS subject specific assessment and reporting 
from week 6 through to week 10 this term.  
 
It will be important that parents who have not yet 
connected to COMPASS do so. Kelly, our resident 

expert, is available to help you directly if you have lost 
your login for example.  
 
Our full report will still be available at mid-year on 
COMPASS and/or as a hard copy (but only where 
requested). Parent/Teacher sessions will again be 

offered (27th June). We will seek your continued 
feedback about these changes with a view to continue 
to improve the way we report to all of our parents. 
  
Woolworths promotion  

Our own school staff had a mixed response to our 
involvement this year with staff arguing for and against 
on various grounds and some remaining undecided.  
 
Our School Captains saw the advantage of getting 
some new equipment but on balance thought the 
disadvantages outweighed the advantages. They 
thought we should support small businesses and 
causes and also talked about the environmental 
impact of these kinds of promotions.   
 
Of the eight parents who completed our quick on-line 
survey, 5 were in favour and various viewpoints were 
expressed. Here are just a few: 
 
- Kids enjoy jt 
 
- I don't like that it is advertising for a huge corporation. 
I strongly believe in helping out small, local businesses 
in the area. The impact of helping out smaller 
businesses is much more positive than helping out 
larger ones.  
 
- Administration time better spent on other value added 
activities. 
 
- It’s a chance for our immediate and extended family 
members to collect stickers and feel like they support 
our children’s school by doing so. 
 
After some discussion and accepting a broader view of 
all involved School Council voted not take part in 
the promotion this year.  
 
Our Junior School Council have a new launch this 

Friday asking families to collect something for a very 
different cause. More details announced soon.  
 
Assembly performance 

Starring at last weeks assembly Tommy B and Ella C. 
Well done. Right on key.    
 

 

 



The NEWSLETTER is now digital. The school has 

been transitioning to this for some time now. Parents 
will need to access our newsletter through COMPASS 
or our website from now on.   
 
Did you know? Approximately five million tons of oil 
produced in the world each year ends up in the ocean. 
 
Regards from the Principal Team  
David Houghton               Sharon Liddle 
Principal                and    Assistant Principal  
 

FROM THE ART ROOM 

 
ADOPT A HIVE 
As I mentioned last week, I am in the process of 
adopting a hive for our students from Surfcoast Honey. 
The advantages of adopting a hive are...... 
* Making an important contribution to the environment 
by promoting the health of bees and sourcing food 
local to the coast. 
* We get our very own honey from our adoptive hive in 
personalised one kilo jars delivered to our door. 
* Helping to raise the number of bees in the community 
and helping to build an army of healthy pollinators in 
response to some of the challenges that bees are 
facing around the world. 
* An Adopt a Hive certificate with our name which 
outlines the benefits of the scheme. 
(Taken from Surfcoast Honey website) 
 
It has come to my attention also that we have quite a 
few beekeepers (apiarists) in our school community. 
Could you please make yourselves known to me, 
especially if you would be prepared to wear your bee 
keeping suit to school and give a short talk about 
beekeeping to a small group. Our students would love 
it!! You can find me in the art room on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
In the art room, all grades have been busy working on 
bee activities which I will share with you next week. 
Yvonne McDonald 
Art Specialist 

 
 
 
 

PARENTS CLUB 

 
Mothers Day Stall 
Thank you to all the helpers who made the stall 
happen this year, from selecting and preparing the 
presents to helping run the stall on the day.  I really 
appreciate all your efforts. 
 
Election Day Fundraiser 
We have a fabulous full roster for our fundraiser on 
Saturday, which is great to see.  I am hoping that we 
get lots of people coming to vote, even if you have 
voted please come down and buy a sausage, cake or 
egg and bacon roll. 
 
We have had some very generous sponsorship and 
donations from IGA in Grovedale East, Wes Eggs, 
Kerrs Hire and Coles Belmont to help increase our 
profit margin. 
 

🍰🧁🎂Cake Stall🍪🍩🍰 

 
Last week each family should have received a cake 
stall pack for our Election Day fundraiser. 
 
All the details were included in the pack and it would 
be great to have a big range of goodies for the wider 
community to purchase from our school. 
 
You don’t necessarily have to use the packaging 
provided, if you feel like improving on the paper plate 
and plastic bag presentation feel free!  
 
If you can’t drop off at the times stated on the pack, 
you can also drop off on Election Day morning at the 
school as a last alternative. 
 
Trivia Night 15th June 
Anyone who wishes to purchase a table of eight ($160) 
for this great night please contact me direct on 0412 
203 356 so we can arrange payment. 
 
School Disco 
The annual school disco night has been set for 
Thursday the 20th of June.  Further details will be sent 
out in the coming weeks regarding this fun event. 
 
Thanks 
Skye 
 

 PREMIERS READING CHALLENGE 

 
So far we have 15 students that have completed the 
challenge and 870 books read.   
Well done to the students participating in the 
challenge, who were randomly selected to win a book 
at assembly last week.  
There are a large number of Reading Challenge 
books that are easily identifiable available for 
borrowing in the library.   
There will be more prizes to follow!   
Happy Reading 
 
 
 


